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The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday, February 15, 2012, in the 4th floor 
conference room of the Pavilion Office Building, in Montpelier, Vermont. 
 
Attendees: 
 
Board Members:  Brian Ames, Chair; Ed Gallo, Vice Chair; Steve Adams, Pete Allard, Walt Driscoll, 
Gary Gibbs, Craig Lantagne, Kevin Lawrence, Justin Lindholm, John Roy, Jeffrey Salvador, Grant 
Spates, and absent were Ronald Wilcox and Robert Shannon. 
 
Fish & Wildlife Department Employees:  Commissioner Patrick Berry, Special Projects Manager 
Kim Royar, David Englander (Legal Counsel), Col. David LeCours (Director of Law Enforcement 
Division), Mark Scott (Director of Wildlife), Chris Saunders (Hunter Education), Cedric Alexander 
(Wildlife Biologist), and Charlee Drury (Executive Staff Assistant). 
 
Members of the Public:  Rich Greenough, Roy Kilburn, Clint Gray, Rep. Bob Lewis, and Tom 
Decker 
 
Chairman Ames called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 
Approval of January 18, 2012 Meeting Minute 
 
Ames motions to accept minutes and Driscoll seconds.  Board approves minutes unanimously. 
 
Crossbow Presentation- 
 
Commissioner Berry addresses topic and provides background. Mark Scott introduces Chris Saunders 
who works for Vermont Fish & Wildlife’s Hunter Education Program. Scott adds that cross bow 
discussion was petitioned to the Board by the public. Scott gives background on Saunders and the 
work that he has done for the Department. Saunders takes a minute to invite the Board to the Hunter 
Education Volunteer instructors training and recognition banquet being held in March and April.  
 
Saunders introduces with the cross bow presentation. Saunders mentions the passion of hunters and 
liberalizing the use of crossbows nationwide. The presentation includes history of where crossbows 
originated and why the use was banned. Crossbows made a comeback in the 1960’s. Saunders makes 
mention that there is a crossbow hunter education book that he distributed to the Board. 15 states 
allow the use of crossbows over all, 12 states  offer it only to disable hunters, and 9 states offer it to 
disabled and/or have age restriction cut off’s for older folks. Archery participation has increased in 
states where using a crossbow was made legal. Data shows license sales increase, harvest increased 
slightly, and bow hunters increased. It is shown to have a positive impact on recruitment and 
retention especially with older archers.  
 
Ames thanks Saunders for presentation. Lindholm asks that when they take education courses will 
crossbow safety be included. Saunders replies that some states do and some don’t. Ames mentions 
that the Board is not prepared to make a decision at this time.  



 
Gallo asks why wait until summer when it could be addressed while we are already opening the deer 
rule. Scott adds that he doesn’t feel the Department has digested this enough to be in favor or 
opposed. Commissioner Berry adds the issues of what takes priority and the calendar of agenda items 
and why crossbow will not be looked at until summer due to aggressive agenda already. Ames 
agrees.  
 
Ames asks Englander to determine if there are statutory considerations. Ames asks to revisit this in 
July. Lindholm asks if someone is pushing hard, how do we respond? Petitioners were invited to 
presentation. Ames will send something to them in regards to this if a push for information by the 
public happens, it will be addressed.  
 
Ames called dinner break 6:22pm. 
 
Ames calls meeting back at 6:47pm 
 
Moose Permit Numbers- First Vote 
 
Scott gives overview and background on Cedric Alexander and his history with the department. 
Alexander starts presentation showing 2011 moose hunting season reports.  Harvest numbers in the 
archery moose season this past year totaled 16The harvest success rate during the regular season was 
a 58%, resulting in 236 moose harvested.  
 
Alexander and the Board discuss the impacts of ticks on the moose population. Evidence suggests 
that ticks can contribute to lower population and decreased body  
The Department proposes 385 permits for 17 of the state’s Wildlife Management Units, representing 
a slight decrease from the 405 permits issued last year. Under the proposal, hunters are expected to 
harvest over 200 animals during the Oct. 20-25 season.      
Driscoll asks about the chart that had non- hunting mortality and asks if that has been the same for the 
last few years? Alexander answers, no, and adds that the numbers went down. Dricoll adds comment 
that mortality is much higher then we think, stating that we don’t get accurate reports from hunters 
and/or moose shed hunters. He then asks if we preparing for the fact that we had a warm fall, an easy 
winter, and that that might cause high tick density, which in turn causes, high mortality rates, higher 
then we actually predict.  
 
Ames asks for a first vote motion. Roy makes motion to approve proposal and  Driscoll seconds. 
Board passes first vote on moose rule unanimously.  
 
Moose Management Rule – First Vote 
 
Fish & Wildlife is asking for amended rule to allow the Department to set deadlines for moose and 
deer management in the future due to such crunches and regulations that have to be followed to 
comply with the rule making process. 
 
Changes are as follow: 
 
As rule reads right now, applications must be sent in by a deadline date  set by the board    
 
The proposal is to have rule read in which applications deadline is established by the Department. 



  
Amendment to appendix 10 vsa sec 33, 6.2 and 18.2 
 
Ames ask for motion to amend, Gallo makes motion, Driscoll seconds. 
 
Amendment passes by Board unanimously.  
 
Col. Lecours takes a minute to hand out new Title 10 regulation book to Board members. 
 
Ames makes mention of bait fish rule to be held in May or June due to full agenda in the coming 
months. He asks the Board to contact the Department for amendments on issues they foresee and asks 
that they come to the meeting with 3-4 specifics to address at this meeting. 
 
Members Driscoll and Roy are mentioned as this being their last meeting and service on the Fish & 
Wildlife Board. Both members thanked the Board and department for the knowledge acquired during 
this time. 
 
Commissioner Berry makes mention that they are from the original seven Board members and 
thanked them for their time served and knowledge that they brought forth. 
 
Deer and Moose Permitting- 
 
Englander gives presentation on permitting process and how it can be done more efficiently. 
Englander briefly goes over the rule making process with the Board and the steps that are involved so 
the Board can better understand the Department’s time constraints and offer ways to maximize our 
hearings.  
 
Gallo, Ames and Department staff discuss the merits of taking a first vote on antlerless deer that 
provides a range of numbers per WMU rather than a hard number. It is decided to keep the present 
system. Ames asks if the Board should give the Department some leeway to manage this system this 
year. The Board agrees unanimously.  
 
A vote of confidence was given to the Department to hold three pubic deer hearings before April, and 
two after, this is in lieu of additional Board hearings. The second vote on the antlerless rule would be 
during the first week in June if Board doesn’t hold any public hearings. This would give the 
Department two extra weeks in the process timeline.  
 
Ames asks for motion to give department a vote of confidence to hold three public hearings before 
April and two after the first vote on antlerless deer. 
 
Gallo makes motion, Roy seconds motion. 
 
Ames adds that we will revisit this and that this is an on going process. Ames thanks the Department 
for involving them in this process and how helpful this knowledge is. 
 
Legislative update 
 
Commissioner Berry addresses and discusses ongoing legislative issues. Berry updated the Board on 
testimony that was given regarding the use of access areas. A user pay system options was given at 



testimony. There is a need for more access areas that can be used for non motorized users. Also using 
State Parks that have immediate access is an option for these other uses as well. Berry suggests 
visiting the need for a recreation access plan. 
 
Commissioner Berry shows a Committee report that benefited us. 
 
Berry gives update on the Irasburg and captive rules. As of Monday there are no white-tailed deer left 
in the facility. Nelsons have been  cooperative. We are closely monitoring the facility. Commissioner 
Berry thanks the Board for their support through this issue.  
 
Commissioner Berry also gave an update on the hiring of the deer project leader position and the 
hopes of filling that soon. 
 
Roundtable 
 
Ames- flooding, is testing going on in smelt?  Eric Palmer to follow up. 
 
Allard- 
 
Roy-  
 
Gallo- Says good luck and best wishes to Driscoll and Roy. 
 
Lindholm- 
 
Salvador- 
 
Spates- 
 
Driscoll-  
 
Lantagne- 
 
Gibbs- Commented that he spent some time with Biologist Chris Bernier processing furbearer 
carcasses.  He praised Chris on this work. 
 
Adams- 
 
Lawrence- changes on trapper rule, wondering about trapper effort in March and research on otter 
survival with trigger mechanism. Kim Royar will follow up and address. 
 
Scott hands out proposal for town locations for up-coming Department public deer hearings 
 
Proposal of deer hearing and moose hearing to be held at same time in Montpelier (3rd week of 
March). Ames says two moose hearings are not needed. The rest of the deer hearing will be to follow. 
 
Gallo made motion to adjourn; motion to adjourn is seconded by Spates 
 
Meeting adjourned 9:02 pm 


